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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 






Subject: Resumption of High Altitude Flights in the 
Berlin Corridor (S) 

Reference: JCSM-84-60 Dated 4 March 1960^ f '/-?'■ ' ' r '' ' 

(/•■■■ j i 

By telcon with Mr. Richard R. Day on Friday, 13 May I960, 
Mr. Roche, Administrative Secretary, OSD, indicated that 
Mr. Douglas did not intend to answer the reference because the 
President decided against such flights (See Dept. of State Message 
to Bonn 1928 ; dated 8 March 196Q)# A memorandum had been pre- 
pared for Secretary Douglas 1 signature as a reply to the reference, 
but he would not sign it. Accordingly, JCSM-84-60 was deleted 
from the Monthly Report to the Secretary of Defense (See CM-536-60 
dated 16 May I960). 
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PARIS TOR DSRG, USCIBXUR» THCBSTDff AND FXH 



Following based en uncleared sencranduR of conversation today b<ifcrean 
sNR 

F. Merchant and British and Prenoh Aabteeadorat 

rx ; ' ' 

PMH R« proposed high altitude flights In Berlin eorridors Iterehaat imiA thn.t 

leas than two weeks ago ve inotitnted reexamination of technical faetore 

involved. Ve bare now reached eonelneion with reepect C-*130s that tlteire la no 

preaent operational requirement for flights above 10*000 feet la cerrldcra. 

Q uestion had bee n given final rcvi^f with Preaidept thla afternoon an d 4 vol lor 

reached that w would not re p eat not favor resorption theae y f lights or f ivi g 

notif ication to Sovieta of o nr intention t o do ao. 

At press conference tomorrow, although we will not volunteer core* at, 
likelihood la Secretary will be queried re high flights. In this •Vent be 
proposes sake statement along folloving lines t * 

BEGIH SfASEMQJT. The three Western Powers have always maintained that 
they have if need be the right to fly planea over 10,000 feet in the BnLln 
eorridors in the discharge of their responsibilities in Berlin.- thin uss - 
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El EiCER; igteillonbrandgeaw >^-60 d.^,.^^.^>,. 3 PK~foy D. lohlar 

cu«.««. s/S-Mr. Calhoun 
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explicitly etated by this government In ite not* to the^Boviet Oovernment in Aari: * 

of laat year, at which time we made it plain that flights by aircraft of the D iit< d 

State* do not require kbj prior agreement from the Soviet Element and that the 

Italtod Statea never ha» recognised and dees not reoognlae any limitation on th» right 

to f Jy at any altituda iii the oorrldora. The question aa to whether there 1m my 

operational need to exercise thia right ia one which is under eonatant review #ith ; 

our Britiah and Prench alliee. However a final review following the President' a * ^ 

return haa rerealed that there ia no present operational requirement for arch ,iig) 

altitude flighte. 

If and when there ahould be operational requirement* for each high militate 

flighta, they will be undertaken. EHD SXAIBHW >M 

Merchant noted that, while under airlift oondltlona or with eweeaiveJy h jew 

/ ■ :h 
traffio requiring etaaklng, there r.: rj h: be need for sailing abort 10,000 fcsjt, tbJ • 

vaa not now the eass. Ve did not wiah to take aotion for which there warn nil " 

'$ • 'I ' 
operational need and whioh oould therefore be oonaldered provocative and uraeo »« cy. 

Cassia aaid that Britiah view waa likewiss to appose ammtmUamQXt|fiBKiiie ^el; | 

by political eonaldarationo. j 

In reaponae to query by Alphand aa to whether original Aasrloan deeieJori » 
resume flighta hail not involved political consideration of reaffirmation of cur rJ jht j, 
Jtorohent replied that there had been mixture of motives but that propoeal bed bet a* 
predicated on aaaumption there waa demonatrejae operstlonal requirement. ; 

al plaid • 
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Alphand add that la view of iaajcag jia feared Sovieta voal d lnterprat ■ teo.-.dLcn 
>■ ai gn of veaknea a. Therefore m«s avoid giving iiqproaBion of ratre&t. Merchant 
notad this vaa preciaely purpoae of propoaad atataaent. Botfaing hao baen aiid 
officially on aubjaet Alsop had .reported leak and othara had piokad it ep. 3 i vp.j 
ragrattabla, of ooorae, that taobr.idal infonation m now In oar poaeassioc J ad x>t 
baan available a year ago. 
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